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economically dependent on the British. Quite apart from the
economic dangers of this, there were signs that they once more
hoped for autonomy under British protection. The danger of
such hopes is too obvious to need explanation.

The Other Christians

Apart from the Assyrians, the Christians in Iraq are mainly
Chaldaeans, Syrian Orthodox and Catholics, and Armenian
Orthodox and Catholics, with smaller numbers of Greek Ortho-
dox, Greek Catholics and other Uniates, and Protestants. The
communities are recognized by the Government as possessing
competence in matters of personal status and other internal
affairs.

Here, as in the other countries, the Christians are more fully
an urban community than the Moslems, and show a peculiar
aptitude for commerce, crafts and the professions; but there is
also a large peasant community, Chaldaean, Syrian Orthodox
and Syrian Catholic, in the plains around Mosul. In Iraq, as
elsewhere, the proportion of educated Christians is higher than
tbat of educated Moslems, and they are further advanced oo the
road to Westernization, thanks to the work of foreign missions
and schools.

The Armenians are a trading community in the towns. They
preserve their language and traditions carefully, but they are too
few to be able to avoid some measure of external assimilation.
The other Christians are partly Syriac-speaking, partly Arabic.
This cannot, however, be regarded as a sharp distinction, since
the language used depends upon the environment in which they
are living, and many of them are H-linguaL In general, it is
true that those whose native language is mm Aiabse spdte Syriac
until recent generations, and that with few exoeptioos tfeey we
aot conscious of belonging to tfee Aiab nation.

In spite of efforts to spread the coiioeptioa of a * Syriac *
people, the general tendency among the Christians is towards afc
feast a superficial Arabization. This raises the question of their
relation towards the Arab nationalist mOTesfceoL Sk> fer,
Mave regarded it with fear and hostility, apart fraoa s^a
yiduals who have supported it with egitb.usiagn& Tteaa^ioadisfe
too have tended to suspect them, although the exfeteiae of the
much greater Kurdish and Shi'i pixrfbleaaas has diverted a&fceetioo
Aon. What the ftitare idatisaasfaii* wffl be depends wif